Committe
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By Madeline Uraneck
Special to Voice of the River Valley
ODGEVILLE—Into their 1977
D MG Midget and 1996 Geo
Prizm, they crammed a few

more valued possessions and tools of
their folk-arts trade: his hand-made
hurdy gurdy, her Ukrainian bandura,
her grandmother’s antique dresser and
mirror set, and a large wall hanging
she’d carried back from Afghanistan.
In late May, Terri and John Van
Orman were moving from the Ozarks
of Arkansas to the rolling hills of
southwestern Wisconsin, destination
County Highway BB, between
Ridgeway and Dodgeville — Folklore
Village Farm.

Folklore Village appears to have
lucked into a remarkable couple who will
now further the

INSIDE vision created by
For a roundup its elfin founder,
of the many Jane Farwell, who
events worked there until
happening she died in 1997.
at Folklore Terri is officially
Village this the new executive
month, director of an
see p. 20. organization that,
according to its

mission statement,
“creates opportunities for individuals and
communities to celebrate, experience and
support ethnic and traditional folklife”
through ongoing cultural, educational
and participatory activities in rural
southwestern Wisconsin.

At 6 feet 1 inch, Terri’s husband, John,
is no small sidekick, with his multicultural,
multi-specialty, multi-instrumental talents.
John taught anthropology, sociology,
Russian, and, together with Terri, “Craft
and Entrepreneurship” at Ozarka College
in Mountain View, Arkansas. Since their
move to Dodgeville this spring, John
has been returning to his roots as a folk
musician with his band Finnegans Wake
and doing a lot of volunteer work for
Folklore Village.

Terri brings impressive skills in

center leader alights on
less Area with Ozark pedigree

arts administration: From 2000 to
2014, she was the executive director of
the fledgling Arkansas Crafts School,
lifting its bare budget, programs,
outreach and reputation to stellar
heights. By the time she left, the craft
school was attracting hundreds of
practitioners to its beautiful setting and
hosting renowned guest instructors, like
jeweler Thomas Mann and woodworker
Jimmy Clewes.

Leah Crubel
Terri Van Orman, executive director of Folklore Village, stands on the 1,500-square-foot
maple dance floor with inlaid walnut Moravian Star that is a centerpiece of most events.

There is not too much about Terri’s
background that is ordinary or
uninteresting. She grew up in the St.
Louis area, and as an adult has lived
not only in St. Louis, but also Ketchum,
Idaho; Staten Island, New York; Erlangen,
Germany; and two towns in Stone
County, Arkansas.

In 1977, together with her husband
of those days and their 3-year-old son,
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Celebrate with Rootsy American, Swedish, German, Romanian Events

Here are a few eclectic traditional midwinter
and Christmas events scheduled at Folklore
Village this month that the public is invited to
attend. For more information and reserva-
tions, call (608) 924-4000.

Dec. 2: First Tuesdays Open Mic, 7-9 p.m.
Musicians, poets, audience members of all
ages, accomplished or aspiring, are welcome
to this friendly, supportive monthly event.
Mike Wolkomir, MC; Scott Stieber, sound.
Piano, coffee and tea provided. Feel free to
bring a treat to share. Donations appreciated.

Dec. 6: Healthy Hoe-Down with Sponsor
Circle M Farm. Old-time music jam at 5:30
p.m., potluck supper at 6:30 p.m., dancing
follows. No experience or special costume
required. Families and beginners are always
welcome! Connecting our local, sustainable
farms with our barn dances brings back a
basic partnership that once thrived in rural
communities. $7 adults, $5 seniors/teens,
$4 kids.

Dec. 13: St. Lucia Afternoon Crafts & Saf-
fron Bun Shaping, 3-5 p.m. (see picture)
Children will shape saffron buns, make
fabulous gourd ornaments and learn the St.
Lucia story and ceremonial songs. They then
practice for the evening ceremony to follow.
$7 adults, $5 seniors/teens, $4 kids.

Courtesy of Folklore Village

Dec. 13: St. Lucia Evening Ceremony, 6:30
p.m. potluck supper, ceremony follows.
Welcome the returning light with traditional
Swedish songs and a beautiful, candlelit
ceremony. Dances taught after the ceremony

by Greg Winz. $7 adults, $5 seniors/teens,
$4 kids.

Dec. 19: Madison Maennenchor Holiday
Choral Concert, 7 p.m. The second-oldest
German singing organization in the United
States keeps alive German and American
choral music in this special winter night con-
cert in Folklore Village’s small Plum Grove
Church. $7 adults, $5 seniors/teens, $4 kids.
Reservations required.

Dec. 20: German Christmas Tree Social,
6:30 p.m. potluck supper. Bring the family
to decorate with real candles a 13-foot-tall
pine tree. Kids love lying beneath the bottom
boughs to watch the flickering lights. Sing
carols, then dance around the tree. Easy-to-
learn steps taught by Greg Winz. $7 adults,
$5 seniors/teens, $4 kids. Reservations
required.

Dec. 28-Jan. 1: 67th Festival of Christmas
& Midwinter Traditions.

Internationally acclaimed Romanian folk
dancers Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu
bring their superb dance instruction with
driving music to this eclectic, international-
flavored festival of dance, song, craft and
food traditions. Registration required, full
and part time options.
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MINDFULLY SELECTED GOODNESS

140 S. Winsted Street

(on Hwy 23 next to the RR tracks)
Spring Green | 608.628.1001
www.driftlessdepot.com

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY TABLE & GIFT GIVING

Local & organic meats, sausages, cheese and produce
Gluten free baking and cooking ingredients r
Elegant party platters and food gift baskets r (
One-of-a-kind local artisan gifts

R
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) Hot Chocolate, Mulled Wine,
Bratwurst, Spaetzle and more...
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Fire on the patio and
Marty Busch’s Brass Band

140 S. Winsted Street (on Hwy 23 next to the RR tracks)

Spring Green | 608.628.1001 | www.driftlessdepot.com
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Dean Lesser, PhL.D.

clinical psychologist

Transform struggles
and challenges into
triumphs and new
beginnings.

Freedom from anxiety and depression

Freedom from stress and trauma

Freedom within relationship — Couples counseling
Freedom from self-limiting beliefs

With the Self as one’s light, we flourish and blossom.

Offices in Spring Green and Madison

Call Dean at 608.288.8022 or
visit vedicpsychologist.com
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she traveled for nine months ina VW
van across Europe, North Africa and
Asia, including Afghanistan and Iran.
Those were the days prior to the Russian
invasion of Afghanistan and before the
Shah was overthrown in Iran. Terri
saw that fascinating region when local
cultures and folk arts flourished, and says
she was invariably welcomed warmly by
village women.
In 1986, Terri moved onto rural
land outside of Fox, Arkansas, to
homestead 40 acres of undeveloped
land, constructing a cabin from native
stone, local milled oak and recycled
building materials, as well as building
several outbuildings and a large, Japanese
noborigama-style wood-burning pottery
kiln. She kept a large vegetable garden
and berry bushes, canning for the winter
what could not be eaten in the summer.
Weavers in the River Valley will
be happy to welcome a fellow artisan,
as Terri made her living for years as
a weaver of women’s hand-woven
designer clothing, worked part-time
demonstrating weaving in a historical
park, taught weaving, and traveled
to art shows, including ones as far
as Madison’s Art Fair on the Square.
Completing a degree while weaving
and working, Terri earned a master’s
degree in cultural sustainability from
Baltimore’s Goucher College, and her
academic work, including recent research
on Ukrainian national dress and Siberian
indigenous clothing, shows her combined
commitment to arts, folklore and culture
in out-of-the-way places.

In 2004, Terri made the leap from art
production to arts administration and
became director of craft programming

at the Ozark Folk Center, where she met
husband, John. She served on boards of
the Arkansas Arts Council and Arkansas
Craft Guild.

Citing strengths she will bring to
Folklore Village, Terri writes, “My
background is in the arts, folklore
and ethnography, but also in business.
So people here can expect cultural
programming based on the first three
items, supported by business practices
that ensure the perpetuity of the
organization.”

Perpetuity or at least sustainability

Courtesy of Terri Van Orman

In their convertible 1977 MG, Terri Van Orman and husband, John, relocated in May to County
Highway BB, and represented Folklore Village in this year’s Ridgeway Labor Day Parade.

of the organization is something in which
the Folklore Village Board, friends and
neighbors are greatly interested. The
small, rural folk-arts center has attracted
attendees, grant support and recognition
nationally and even internationally, but
its aging buildings and ever-expanding
programs will give Terri challenging
rows to hoe. It was important for the
Board of Directors, who labored through
a sixth-month national search, that the
new director bring not only a remarkable
set of qualifications and share its unique
mission, but also be a person who could
help Folklore Village grow from its roots
of rural recreation and regional folk arts
to branch in new directions. Terri Van
Orman appears to be the very person who
can do this.

According to a statement from the
Board about Terri’s appointment: “The
Board of Directors is thrilled to have
found Terri Van Orman to take Folklore
Village into its next era. We conducted
a careful search among a national pool
of applicants, and we feel Terri has the
right blend of administrative experience,
financial acumen and a deep love of

folk traditions to lead this treasured
organization.”

So grandmother’s dresser now
has a home in an upstairs bedroom of
the Farwell family’s Century Farm on
County Highway BB. The hurdy gurdy
and bandura will be heard by lowa and
Sauk County schoolchildren who never
knew such instruments existed. And Terri
stands, hoe in hand, ready to welcome old
and new friends to Folklore Village.

Folklore Village Farm is located at 3210
Cty. Hwy BB outside Dodgeville. For
more information on upcoming events
and ways to support Folklore Village
through volunteering and donations, call
(608) 924-4000, see http://folklorevillage.
com and find its Folklore Village and
Farwell Hall Facebook pages. Executive
Director Terri Van Orman can be
reached at terri@folklorevillage.org.

Madeline Uraneck is a world traveler and
international educator based in Madison.
Read more of her travel reflections at
globalmaddy.blogspot.com and contact

her at globalmaddy@gmail.com. 51



